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Defining Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
• TEK can be viewed as a knowledge-practice-belief system • Related terminology – Indigenous Knowledge (IK) and Indigenous Local Knowledge 
(ILK) – Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) and Local Ecological Knowledge (LEK) = about the environment –

TK as context-specific and rooted in observations performed at distinct spatial/temporal scales Source: Berkes, 1999 D-12 Page 12 

Terminology specific to indigenous groups (e.g. Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit or IQ)  How TK is acquired is as important and what TK says 
TK in environmental governance • International level – Conventions and agreements ▪ United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP) ▪ Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) ▪ Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) ▪
Ramsar Convention on the Conservation of Wetlands ▪ 1973 Agreement on the Conservation of Polar Bears – Arctic Council ▪ Kiruna Declaration 
(2013) and Ottawa TK Principles (2015) Recognize that the use of traditional and local knowledge is essential to a sustainable future in the Arctic, and 
decide to develop recommendations to integrate traditional and local knowledge in the work of the Arctic Council • National level D-1





























Ceremony















WHY NOW?



UNITED NATIONS 2030 AGENDA



What is Permaculture?





Soil Science



2. Catch & Store Energy



6. Produce no Waste











What does it mean to be sustainable?

The term “sustainable” or “sustainability” has come to mean a number of things 
including:

● Renewing resources at a rate equal to or greater than the rate at which they are 
consumed.

● Living within the resources that are available without damaging the environment.
● A community that resembles a living system where all resources are renewed 

and in balance always.
● An economic system that provides a high quality of life while renewing the 

environment and its resources.



GREEN LAB URBAN EDUCATION
SUMMER 2018 BETA PROJECT PROPOSAL

Michael J. Alcazar
Founder



OUR MISSION BASICALLY IS TO TEACH URBAN KIDS HOW TO
POSITIVELY IMPACT THEIR COMMUNITIES THROUGH THE
PRACTICE OF SUSTAINABLE LIVING SKILLS



Inspiring Youth through learning
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https://www.boredpanda.com/brazilian-couple-recreated-forest-sebastiao-leila-salgado-reforestation/?fbclid=IwAR1YG-8E-
UipaBvzbGp9p6gmkuEHcpHVLjIyhARQ4PxF2Y0hzyeOTYpkfEo&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=organic

https://www.boredpanda.com/brazilian-couple-recreated-forest-sebastiao-leila-salgado-reforestation/%3Ffbclid=IwAR1YG-8E-UipaBvzbGp9p6gmkuEHcpHVLjIyhARQ4PxF2Y0hzyeOTYpkfEo&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=organic


Indigenous Wisdom and 
Permaculture skills convergence





One Million Trees 4 Colorado
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