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CHOICES
• Walk
• Bicycle
• Bus
• Car-Pool
• Train
• Fly
• Cruise Ship

• Work from Home or 
Commute

• Virtual Conference or 
Travel for In-Person 
Experience

• Vacation or Staycation



VACATIONS & BIZ TRIPS
Choosing a Transportation Mode





ucsusa.org/resources/getting-there-greener
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ucsusa.org/resources/getting-there-greener



Low CO2 Emissions
(less than .5 lbs. CO2/mile)

• Bus
• Train
• Hybrid or Electric Auto
• Flying Coach on Narrow Jets



Medium CO2 Emissions

• Traditional Auto
• Fly Coach on Regional Jet



High CO2 Emissions
(more than 1 lb. CO2/mile)

• SUV
• Fly First Class





Air Travel







Growth in Airline Passengers
1960-2018







Minimizing Your Flight’s CO2
• Business Class: 3X the CO2 as Economy
• Some Flights are Greener

– Aircraft Type
– Capacity
– # of Stops







Greening Business Travel
• Encourage Virtual Meetings
• Limit How Many Travel to Same Conference
• “Climate Perks” Offer Paid “Journey Days” 

for Rail, Coach or Boat Vacation Travel
• Don’t Let Employees Keep Frequent Flyer 

Miles



Auto Travel
• Gas-Powered
• Car, Truck or SUV
• Hybrid
• Fully Electric (EV)
• HOW We Drive





























Electric Vehicles



Electric Vehicles
• Grid is getting cleaner
• You can charge with solar on your roof
• EV is more efficient than gas-powered, 

equivalent to 88 mpg gas automobile





evtool.ucsusa.org/ 



Manufacturing Electric Vehicles
Environmental Impacts

• CO2 Emissions
• Human Rights in Mining
• Water Use in Mining
• Recyling/Disposal of Batteries







Embedded Energy



Rail Travel















Cruises



















Carbon Offsets



“Offsetting is, to be blunt, a scam....
It does not work, once you emit
you are changing the climate.”

- Kevin Anderson, professor of energy and 
climate change at the University of Manchester



Gold Standard
goldstandard.org

Carbon Offsetting Companies Compared
ethical.net/climate-crisis/carbon-offsetting-

companies-compared



Getting Around Town



Getting Around Town
With a Smaller Footprint

• Your Feet
• Bicycle
• Bus
• Car-Pool
• Avoid Unnecessary Trips
• Combine Trips
• Smarter Driving
• Delivery – Better Than We Thought



Walk!





Bicycle!



Bicycle!



Bicycle!



Take the Bus





Car-Pool



Skip the Trip / Combine Trips



Eco-Conscious Driving



Eco-Conscious Driving
• Avoid Idling
• TRY to Save Gas – That Reduces CO2
• Drive the Speed Limit
• Look Ahead & COAST to Red Lights 
• Avoid Jack-Rabbit Starts
• Run Stop Signs & Red Lights Where Possible
• Lose the Rack in the Off-Season



Avoid Idling



Avoid Idling



Avoid Idling



Drive the Speed Limit
• Every mph over 55 costs you 1 to 2% of your 

fuel economy



Coast to Red Lights
& Avoid Jack-Rabbit Starts



Eco-Conscious Driving
• Avoid Idling
• TRY to Save Gas – That Reduces CO2
• Drive the Speed Limit
• Look Ahead & COAST to Red Lights 
• Avoid Jack-Rabbit Starts
• Run Stop Signs & Red Lights Where Possible
• Lose the Rack in the Off-Season



Lose the Rack in the Off-Season
Gain Up to 13 MPG



Eco-Conscious Driving
• Avoid Idling
• TRY to Save Gas – That Reduces CO2
• Drive the Speed Limit
• Look Ahead & COAST to Red Lights 
• Avoid Jack-Rabbit Starts
• Run Stop Signs & Red Lights Where Possible
• Lose the Rack in the Off-Season



Delivery



Getting Around Town
With a Smaller Footprint

• Your Feet
• Bicycle
• Bus
• Car-Pool
• Avoid Unnecessary Trips
• Combine Trips
• Smarter Driving
• Delivery – Better Than We Thought



You’re in Charge, I’m in Charge
We’re All in Charge


