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Many downstream neighbors...
The ocean starts in Colorado

ATLANTIC
OCEAN




What is Stormwater?

Any precipitation that either soaks into the permeable
ground or flows over impervious surfaces becoming
stormwater runoff
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What’s the Problem?
Non Point Source Pollution




What Ends Up in Our Water???

= e There is an estimated 200 million
j?"‘ e E — tons of plastic littering our. oceans.

e The majority of this plastic debris ultimately finds
e 4 - its way to one of these massive swirling gyres.

7 » The largest of the oceanic gyres is the

Great Pacific Garbage Patch. e Unable to distinguish

o x microplastics from food,
GREAT PACIFIC many animals starve to
o In parts of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, there are over A\ death, their bellies choked

2 million pieces of plastic per square mile of ocean. EARBAEE FAT[:H with plastic; others survive .
: just long enough to NORTH

; — x : / # EAST contaminate our
« While plastic is not biodegradable, it / ¥
is photodegradable. Sunlight breaks [ “ WEST PACIFIC load ctain ATE?:PB
it down into ever-smaller pieces 7 5 PACIFIC BYRE

« Over 90% of plastic known as microplastics. GYRE

pollution is made up
of microplastics smaller
than your fingernail.

s y i,
¢
A = o Hindered by a stale way of thinking, gyre
SOUTH ] : cleanup has been virtually nonexistant.
ATLANTIC ‘ Thanks to recent innovations in science and
GYRE LS technology, hope is on the horizon.

DECOMPOSITION RATES

? ' SOUTH

INDIAN Bananna peel: 2-3 wks
> Paper: 5-10 wks
fICEAN v / 2 PACIFIC Cigarette butt: 10-15yrs

GYRE :
. - BYRE Glass bottle: 1,000,000 yrs

Styrofoam: never *

Plastic bottle: never *

' Fishing line: never *
Plastic bag: never *

* Plastic is not biodegradable



What Ends Up in Our Water???

Plastlc debrls can com-pﬂse up to
50% of the |n stible materlal
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in an albatross' intestinal tract.



YOU SEE THE DIFFERENCE.
ATURTLE DOES NOT.




What Ends Up in Our Water???
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What Ends Up in Our Water??
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Cigarette Butt

B —_——
Plastic Grocery Bag
10-20 years

Disposable Diaper

\ Aluminium Can

Plastic Bottle
450 years

Fishing Line - ﬁi N
}

Glass Bottle Cotton Shirt
25 months

5

600 years | (/ (

Styrofoam Cup

50 years \ Plastic Beverage Holder undetermined

400 years







PET WASTE CONTAINS HARMFUL
ACTERIA THAT ENDS R

N 5 AN RUN OFF INT(
LON CAN CONTAMINAT 9 } Ay, 2

HARM WATER QUALITY







CONSERVATION:
Use Only What You Need

>Take Shorter Showers
(switch to low flow!)

»Don’t water the sidewalk
»Eliminate excess bluegrass

»Get a rain barrel (now they are legal!)

> Fix leaks

»>Test your toilet

»Only run dishwashers and washing -
machines when full B {
»Car Washes save water. Don’t wash g:«- . et

your car in the driveway.
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GET INVOLVED
NOW.
POLLUTION
HURTS

ALL OF US.
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CREEK
WEEK

eee CLEANUP oee

DOING THIS

NOT THIS




> 9 days long, last Saturday in September to first
Sunday in October (9.25 — 10.3, 2021)
> 8th Annual this year
> 8 municipalities within the watershed + Trinidad
» Provide bags, gloves, grabbers, buckets, buttons, stickers,
pet waste bags, and educational materials
» Final week to set a date — material pick up is Wed/Th/Fri!

2021 Creek Week Commercial



file:///C:/Users/plute/OneDrive/Desktop/CreekWeek/CW 2021/Creek Week 2021 Final (1).mp4

CREEK WEEK SUMMARY

Year People Groups Tons
2014 625 42 6.8
2015 1549 57 9.4
2016 2217 70 14
2017 2502 81 30
2018 2791 99 24
2019 3203 106 14

2020 1450 88 10
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Strangest items found...

> 1 case of unopened beer
» 2 garden gnomes

CSU - Las Vegas

> Deer leg

> Barbie with no legs

> $6 cash

> Scooter ~ Manitou Springs
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Increase in Adopt-A volunteers

Scoop the Poop program

Pollinator Projects

Care for CO Member
SR
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POOP FACTORY
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www.cleanMemes.cnm' :
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“THE BEST DROPS FOR YOUR HOPS”

Beyond Cleanups
Fountain Creek Brewshed® Alliance
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Fountain Creek =
Brewshed Alliance Map
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Beyond Cleanups
Pikes Peak Litter Letter Project

Collaboration with
the Cultural Office of
the Pikes Peak
Region and Pikes
Peak Outdoor
Recreation Alliance

Fill litter letters with
trash during Creek
Week

On display all of
October



Gardening for a Healthy
Watershed ::

Promoting Pollinators

« Seed bomb giveaways at events
Native gardening projects
Redirect your gutters
Provide a water source for insects and birds
Visit Colorado Springs Utilities demonstration gardens
for water-wise inspiration
Remove invasive species

 Volunteers needed for forest heath project in

Sondermann Park during Creek Week!
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WATER IS EVERYTHING

Powerful
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THANK YOU! e
Alli Schuch = . O
Watershed Educator
allischuch@gmail.com

E" MAKES THE WORLD NICER FOR ﬂTHEBSE—
SAND Yﬂll 1| FEEL BETTER ABOUT VllllIISElFA=
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