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GOCO IMPACT 

5,631 
PROJECTS 
FUNDED

$1.4B
IN LOTTERY

PROCEEDS INVESTED 

64/64 
COUNTIES 

INVESTED IN

Catamount Institute. Photo by moxie82inc. 

10,478
young people 

employed through 
youth corps

1.3 million
acres conserved

1,085 
miles of rivers 

protected

1,799 
parks & outdoor rec 

areas created/improved

66,688
acres added to the 
state parks system

1,107
miles of trail built or 

reconstructed



OUR MISSION

To help the people of Colorado preserve, protect, 

enha nce, a nd ma na ge the s ta te’s  wildlife, pa r k, 

r iver , tr a ils , a nd open s pa ce her ita ge

ARTICLE XXVII

> Cr ea ted by a  vote of the people a nd developed 

a s  pa r t of our  s ta te cons titution

> GOCO is  funded entir ely fr om Color a do Lotter y 

pr oceeds

> No ta x dolla r s

> I ndependent politica l s ubdivis ion of the s ta te

> Gover nor -a ppointed boa r d

GOCO 



WHO CAN APPLY

> Color ado munic ipality or  county

> Title 32 s pecia l dis tr ict eligible to r eceive 
dis tr ibutions  fr om the Cons er vation Tr us t Fund

> Politica l s ubdivis ion of the S tate of Color ado that 
includes  in its  mis s ion the identification, acquis ition, 
or  management of open s pace and natur a l ar eas

> 501(c)(3) non-pr ofit land cons er vation or ganization 
that includes  in its  mis s ion the identification, 
acquis ition, or  management of open s pace and 
natur a l ar eas , e.g., land tr us ts

> Color ado Par ks  and Wildlife

APPLICANT 



LOTTERY PROCEED

 10% to Colorado state parks through 

Color a do Pa r ks  a nd Wildlife (CPW);

 4 0 % to the Color a do Cons er va tion Tr us t 

Fund, which a lloca tes  funds  to eligible 

loca l gover nments  on a  per  ca pita  ba s is ;

 a nd up to 5 0 % to GOCO a ga ins t a  

cons titutiona lly ma nda ted ca p a djus ted 

for  infla tion ea ch yea r .

Once the ca p is  met, s ur plus  funds  go to 

B uilding Excellent S chools  Toda y, the 

Outdoor  Equity Fund, a nd Color a do Pa r ks  & 

Wildlife

GOCO

CTF
CPW

Outdoor Equity Fund

BEST (1st Spillover)

BEST (2nd Spillover)

Wildlife Cash Fund

Parks & Outdoor Rec

Spillover



The Constitution requires GOCO to 

allocate funds  in a  manner  that is  

s ubs tantia lly equal over  time to 

achieve outcomes  acr os s  thes e 

four  ar eas .

The Cons titution a ls o outlines  

entities  eligible to r eceive funding 

in each quadr ant.

Outdoor 
Recreation

Local 
Governments

Wildlife Open Space

FUNDING 



REGIONAL 



RESOURCE CONSERVATION
We value strategic land conservation and resource protection work.

OUTDOOR STEWARDSHIP
We s uppor t s us ta ina bility a nd impr ovements  to the s ta te’s  na tur a l a nd 
r ecr ea tiona l r es our ces .

COMMUNITY VITALITY
We inves t in cons er va tion a nd outdoor  r ecr ea tion effor ts  tha t s uppor t 
communities  a nd qua lity of life.

EQUITABLE ACCESS
We pa r tner  with communities  to br ea k down ba r r ier s  to the outdoor s .

PROGRAM 

YOUTH CONNECTIONS
We s uppor t pr ojects  a nd pr ogr a ms  tha t help childr en a nd fa milies  get outs ide mor e 
often a nd exper ience a ll the benefits  of doing s o.



LAND ACQUISITION
Support important landscape, waterway, habitat, and public access land 
pr otection pr ior ities .

COMMUNITY IMPACT
Develop a nd r evita lize pa r ks  a nd other  outdoor  r ecr ea tion a menities  tha t 
enha nce a  community’s  qua lity of life a nd a cces s  to the outdoor s .

STEWARDSHIP IMPACT
S uppor t colla bor a tive s tewa r ds hip wor k tha t demons tr a tes  mea ningful 
impr ovements  to ecologica l a nd r ecr ea tiona l a menities .

PLANNING & CAPACITY
I nves t in pla nning, ca pa city, pa thwa y oppor tunities  for  diver s e a nd non-tr a ditiona l 
young a dults , r es ea r ch, educa tion, a nd s tor ytelling pr ojects  tha t a ddr es s  
oppor tunities , explor e is s ues , a nd exa mine tr ends  in the outdoor s .

BASE 
Triannual Grant Cycle



GENERATION WILD
Invests in coalitions ("communities") made up of local public, nonprofit, and 
pr iva te or ga niza tions  cr ea ting new outdoor  exper iences  a nd ca r eer  
oppor tunities  for  his tor ica lly under s er ved a nd under r epr es ented youth a nd 
fa milies . 

SPECIAL  

CENTENNIAL
I nves ts  in high-va lue, once-in-a -gener a tion vis ions  a nd pr ojects  tha t will cr ea te 
la s ting impa cts  on the s ta te a nd futur e gener a tions .



RESTORE COLORADO
Improve and restore Colorado’s rivers, wetlands, grasslands, forests, and other 
cr itica l ha bita t a nd wildlife cor r idor s . M a na ged by Na tiona l Fis h a nd Wildlife 
Founda tion. 
Applica tion Dea dline: M id-November  2 0 2 4 .

CONSERVATION SERVICE CORPS
Employ cons er va tion s er vice cor ps  cr ews , including young people a nd veter a ns , 
on pr ojects  like tr a il building, fir e mitiga tion a nd r es tor a tion, a nd er a dica ting 
inva s ive s pecies . M a na ged by Color a do Youth Cor ps  As s ocia tion. 
Applica tion Dea dline: Augus t 1 4 , 2 0 2 4 .

PARTNER 

TRANSACTION COST ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
Tr a ns a ction cos t s uppor t to pa r tner s  in the la nd cons er va tion community. 
M a na ged by Keep I t Color a do. 
Applica tion Dea dline: Augus t 2 7 , 2 0 2 4 .



LOCAL 

El Paso County
Total Invested: $61,948,981.55
Grants Awarded:216
Acres Conserved:8,169.79

Teller County
Total Invested: $11,787,663.76
Grants Awarded:  75
Acres Conserved: 4,495.13
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PANORAMA PARK 

Photo by:  Ariel Lobdell, Olivedia Productions



FLORISSANT PARK 

Photo by: Chris Aaby



WILD HORSE RANCH 

Photo by: Chris Aaby



AVENGER OPEN SPACE 

Photo Courtesy of Chris Aaby



GREENLAND RANCH 

Photo by: John Fielder 



FISHERS PEAK 

Photo Courtesy of The Nature Conservancy.



COLORADO’S 

Columbine flower. Photo by Vic Schendel, courtesy of Colorado Parks and Wildlife.



COLORADO’S 

• Shared goals, enhanced coordination, reduced 
redundancies, and increased efficiency;

• Shared measures, mapping tools, data, and resources; and 
tracking collective progress;

• Streamlining funding strategy and reducing administrative 
burden;

• Fostering inclusive partnerships that center on community 
and partner perspectives and interests. 

The strategy will help Colorado address its conservation and 
outdoor recreation challenges through…





Welcome   |   Generation Wild 

Welcome to the Wild Side



GENERATION 
WILD GRANT 
PROGRAM
Invests in diverse, local 
coalitions  offer ing cultur a lly 
r elevant pr ogr ams  that pr ovide 
youth and families  with quality 
outdoor  exper iences  as  well as  
leader s hip and car eer  
oppor tunities .

Photo by  B er gr een Photogr aphy







Generat ion Wild Communit ies & 
Planning Communit ies

GW Coalit ions



GENERATION WILD 

• Nearly 270,000 participants engaged since inception.
• Diverse activities including outdoor education, recreation, and career pathways.
• Strong community networks with over 170 organizations involved across the 12 

communities.
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GENERATION WILD BRAND  

• Statewide communications campaign promoting “Kids grow better outside.”
• Provides inspiration to care givers, easy ideas for getting outside..
• Supports coalitions with resources, training, and shared storytelling.
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THANK 

Photo by Miranda Townsend.

Chris Aaby

Program Officer, Generation Wild

caaby@goco.org


